Dracaena Plant Profile 


The popular houseplants collectively referred to as Dracaenas actually comprise several 
species within the Draceana genus, as well as some plants that have been reclassified into 
separate genera. For instance, the houseplant formerly known as "ti tree" is now officially 
designated as Cordyline australis, despite the fact that it is still occasionally sold as a dracaena. 


Thus, when you purchase a Dracaena houseplant, you are typically purchasing one of the 
species that has spear- or grass-shaped leaves that branch off from one or more thickened, 
cane-like main stems. Other Dracaena species also have rhizome-like roots, but these are 
typically sold under different names. 


Among the species commonly sold as houseplants under the name Dracaena are the following: 


The strap-like leaves of Dracaena fragrans (fragrant Dracaena, corn plant) emerge in a fountain- 
like cluster from a thick woody stem. When grown in a container, this plant can reach a height of 
up to 6 feet. It has been known to reach a height of 20 feet in outdoor settings where it is hardy 
(zones 10 to 12). 


Dracaena deremensis is a widely cultivated species that has produced numerous outstanding 
named cultivars. While these plants can grow to be quite large when grown outdoors in zones 
10 to 12, they generally remain under 10 feet when grown in containers. 


Dracaena marginata (dragon tree) has more delicate, grasslike leaves that cascade from 
multiple thick stems. 


Dracaena sanderiana (lucky bamboo) is frequently trained to have curled stems through precise 
sunlight manipulation. This is a well-known novelty plant that can be kept at a few inches in 
height or grown to several feet. 


Cordyline fruticosa (also known as cabbage tree, ti tree, or ti plant) is a palm-like plant with 
larger, strappy leaves that emerge in a fountain-like arrangement atop one or more thin woody 
stems. It has bright lance-shaped leaves that arch upward from the base. 


Cordyline australis (cabbage palm) is frequently sold under the genus Dracaena, as the plant 
was originally classified in that genus. Although it grows to be a fairly large tree in its natural 
habitat, immature plants are frequently used as houseplants. It has thin, grass-like leaves with 
vibrant colors that arch in a fountain-like growth habit. Dracaena 'Spikes' are occasionally sold 
as houseplants. 


Although these species vary in size, those sold as houseplants typically have spear- or grass- 


like leaves that frequently emerge from one or more stems that eventually become thick and 
cane-like. 


Read more at leading gardening Blog: https://gardenfrontier.com 


